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SUBJECT: SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR A CONVENTION TO BAN THE 
INFLUENCING OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR MILITARY PURPOSES 

1. USSR HAS REQUESTED INSCRIPTION ON 29TH GA AGENDA OE 
FOLLOWING ITEM: ' PROHIBITION OF ACTION TO INFLUENCE THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE EOR MILITARY AND OTHER PURPOSES 
INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE MAINTENANCE OE INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, 
HUMAN WELL-BEING AND HEALTH." 

2. LETTER EROM GROMYKO TO SYG PROPOSING THE INSCRIPTION CALLS 
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FOR THE CONCLUSION OE AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION TO OUTLAW 
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ACTION TO INFLUENCE THE ENVIRONMENT EOR MILITARY AND OTHER 
HARMEUL PURPOSES. GROMYKO POINTS OUT SUCH A CONVENTION WOUED 
LIMIT SCOPE OE THE ARMS RACE AS WELL AS HELP PRESERVE THE 
ENVIRONMENT. NO REEERENCE IS MADE TO RECENT JOINT US- 
SOVIET STATEMENT ON THIS SUBJECT. 

3. COMMENT: THIS APPEARS TO BE THE ANNUAL BIG SOVIET UN 
INITIATIVE, ANNOUNCED THIS YEAR SEVERAL WEEKS AHEAD OF 
GROMYKO'S ARRIVAL ON THE SCENE. 

4. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

UN DOCUMENT NO. A/9702 DATED AUG. 7, 1974. 

QUOTE REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OE A SUPPLEMENTARY ITEM IN 
THE AGENDA OE THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION 

PROHIBITION OE ACTION TO INELUENCE THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE 
EOR MILITARY AND OTHER PURPOSES INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE MAIN- 
TENANCE OE INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, HUMAN WELL-BEING 
AND HEAETH 

LETTER DATED 7 AUGUST 1974 EROMTHE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN 
AEFARIS OE THE UNION OE SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ADDRESSED 
TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT PROPOSES THE INCLUSION IN THE AGENDA 
OE THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OE THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OE THE EOLLOWING ITEM AS AN IMPORTANT AND URGENT 
MATTER: ' PROHIBITION OF ACTION TO INFEUENCE THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND CLIMATE EOR MILITARY AND OTHER PURPOSES INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH THE MAINTENANCE OE INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, HUMAN 
WELL-BEING AND HEALTH. " 

THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
IS OPENING AT A TIME WHEN, AS A RESULT OE THE EEFORTS OE ALL 
PROGRESSIVE AND PEACE-LOVING FORCES, CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS 
IS BEING MADE ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE TOWARDS IMPROVING 
THE POLITICAL CLIMATE, AND THE POLICY OE DETENTE IS RECEIVING 
INCREASING SUPPORT. IN THE PRACTICE OE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
BETWEEN STATES WITH DIFEERENT SOCIAL SYSTEMS SUCH BASIC 
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NORMS OE INTER-STATE RELATIONS AS RESPECT EOR INDEPENDENCE 
AND SOVEREIGNTY, EQUALITY, TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, ABSTEN- 
TION EROM THE USE OR THREAT OF FORCE, AND NON-INTERFERENCE 
IN DOMESTIC AEEAIRS ARE BECOMING EVER MORE WIDELY AND EIRMLY 
ESTABLISHED. DETENTE HAS PLAYED A DECISIVE PART IN THE TREND 
TOWARDS THE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OE CONELICT SITUATIONS 
IN MANY PARTS OE THE WORLD. ACTIVE NEGOTIATIONS ARE BEING 
HELD ON A NUMBER OE COMPLEX INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS. 
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RECENT YEARS HAVE SEEN THE CONCLUSION AND ENTRY INTO EORCE 
OE SUCH MAJOR INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS LIMITING THE SCALE OF 
THE ARMS RACE AS THE MOSCOW TREATY HENNING NUCLEAR WEPONS 
TESTS IN THE ATMOSPHERE, IN OUTER SPACE AND UNDER WATER, 

THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIEERATION 
OE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, AND 

OTHERS. WIDE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION HAS BEEN ACCORDED 
TO THE CONVENTION ON PROHIBITION OF THE DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION 
AND STOCKPILING OP BACTERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL) AND TOXIN 
WEAPONS AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION, SIGNED BY MORE THAN 100 
STATES. 

THE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES 
ON THE PREVENTION OP NUCLEAR WAR, STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION 
AND THE LIMITATION OP UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TESTS CONSTITUTE 
AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE STRENGTHENING OF PEACE 
AND CONTROL OP THE ARMS RACE. 

OTHER CONCRETE MEASURES POR THE LIMITATION OP ARMAMENTS, 
INCLUDING MEASURES FOR THE REDUCTION OP ARMED PORCES AND 
ARMAMENTS IN CENTRAL EUROPE, ARE BEING ACTIVELY DISCUSSED. 

HOWEVER IT HAS NOT YET PROVED POSSIBLE TO STOP THE ARMS RACE 
COMPLETELY. STATES ARE STILL SPENDING VAST SUMS ON THE 
IMPROVEMENT OP WEAPONS AND ON STOCKING THEIR MILITARY ARSENALS. 
THERE IS A REAL DANGER THAT THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY WILL BE USED TO CREATE NEW TYPES OP WEAPONS 
OP MASS DESTRUCTION AND TO DEVISE NEW MEANS OP WAGING WAR. 

IN THE OPINION OP THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, PRESENT-DAY CONDITIONS 
REQUIRE THAT THE ACTIVITIES OP THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD 
CONCENTRATE ON THE STUDY OP WAYS AND MEANS TO CONSOLIDATE 
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AND EXPAND THE POSITIVE PROCESSES TAKING PLACE IN THE WORLD 
OP TODAY, TO BACK UP POLITICAL DETENTE BY MILITARY DETENTE 
AND ACHIEVE NEW CONCRETE RESULTS IN THE PIELD OP THE LIMITATION 
OP THE ARMS RACE AND DISARMAMENT. 

THE SOVIET UNION BELIEVES THAT AN IMPORTANT STEP IN THIS DIRECTION 
WOULD BE THE PROHIBITION OP ACTION TO INPLUENCE THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND CLIMATE POR MILITARY AND OTHER PURPOSES INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH THE MAINTENANCE OP INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, HUMAN WELL- 
BEING AND HEALTH. 

POR MANY CENTURIES MANKIND HAS BEEN SEEKING TO DISCOVER HOW 
TO INPLUENCE NATURAL ELEMENTS IN A POSITIVE WAY, AND MITIGATE 
THE DELETERIOUS EFPECTS OF NATURAL DISASTER. AT PRESENT, 

WITH THIS END IN VIEW, MANY STATES ARE CARRYING OUT SCIENTIPIC 
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RESEARCH AND PRACTICAL WORK IN AN ATTEMPT, EOR EXAMPLE, 

TO CREATE ARTIFICIAL RAIN, DISPERSE CLOUDS, ETC. ACTIVITIES 
IN THIS EIELD, PURSUING PEACEFUL AND CONSTRUCTIVE ENDS, 

SHOULD, OE COURSE, BE ENCOURAGED AND WELCOMED IN EVERY WAY. 
HOWEVER, THE RESULTS OE THIS RESEARCH COULD ALSO BE USED EOR 
DESTRUCTIVE MILITARY PURPOSES, AND THUS PRESENT AN EXTREME 
DANGER TO WORLD PEACE, AND TO HUMAN WELL-BEING AND HEALTH. 

IT IS URGENTLY NECESSARY TO DRAW UP AND CONCLUDE AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION TO OUTLAW ACTION TO INELUENCE THE ENVIRONMENT FOR 
MILITARY PURPOSES. COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OP SUCH 
A CONVENTION COULD BE ENSURED BY THE ADOPTION BY EACH 
STATE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS CONSTITUTIONAL PROCEDURES, 

OP MEASURES TO PROHIBIT ACTIVITIES CONTRARY TO THE CONVENTION 
AND ALSO BY MEANS OF CONSULTATIONS AND CO-OPERATION BETWEEN 
STATES, INTER ALIA WITHIN THE PRAMEWORK OP THE UNITED NATIONS. 

THE CONCLUSION OP SUCH A CONVENTION WOULD BE NOT ONLY 
A MEASURE TO LIMIT THE SCOPE OP THE ARMS RACE BUT ALSO 
AN IMPORTANT MEANS OP PRESERVING THE ENVIRONMENT. ALL STATES 
OP THE WORLD WITHOUT EXCEPTION, AND ALL PEOPLES, WOULD STAND 
TO GAIN PROM THE IMPLEMENTATION OP THIS MEASURE. 

NEEDLESS TO SAY, SUCH AN AGREEMENT SHOULD ON NO ACCOUNT 
RESTRICT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND PRACTICAL WORK ON THE 
ALTERATION OP NATURAL CONDITIONS TO MEET THE PEACEPUL NEEDS 
OP STATES FOR THE BENEPIT OP MANKIND. 
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THE ADOPTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF A RESOLOLUTION 
APPROVING THE IDEA OP CONCLUDING A BROAD AGREEMENT ON THE 
PROHIBITION OP ACTION TO INELUENCE THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE 
EOR MILITARY AND OTHER PURPOSES INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE MAIN- 
TENANCE OP INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, HUMAN WELL-BEING AND HEALTH, 
AND THE PREPARATION OF A DRAFT INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON 
THE SUBJECT, WOULD CERTAINLY BE IN THE INTERESTS OP STREN- 
GTHENING PEACE AND MAKE A SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
CAUSE OF PRESERVING MANKIND PROM THE DANGER OP THE USE OP NEW 
MEANS OP WAGING WAR, AND ALSO SERVE THE INTERESTS 
OP LIMITING THE ARMS RACE AND OP DISARMAMENT. 

I SHOULD BE GRATEPUL, SIR, IP YOU WOULD CONSIDER THIS LETTER 
AN EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM PURSUANT TO RULE 20 OF THE RULES 
OP PROCEDURE OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND ISSUE 
IT AS AN OPPICIAL DOCUMENT OP THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

A. GROMYKO MINISTER OP POREIGN APPAIRS OP THE USSR UNQUOTE 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BENNETT 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ENVIRONMENT, MEETING AGENDA, ARMED FORCES, POLLUTION CONTROL, NATIONAL SECURITY, PROPOSALS (BID), 
MEETINGS, REARMAMENT, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: cunninfx 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974USUNN02752 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D74021 7-0748 
From: USUN NEW YORK 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740862/aaaacbif.tel 

Line Count: 223 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: cunninfx 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 APR 2002 by garlanwa>; APPROVED <27 FEB 2003 by cunninfx> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR A CONVENTION TO BAN THE INFLUENCING OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR MILITARY PURPOSES 
TAGS: PARM, SENV, UR, UNGA, (WALDHEIM, KURT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




